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Understanding & Creating Cascading Style Sheets (CSS)

Description:

Cascading style sheets (CSS) are collections of formatting rules that control the
appearance of content on a web page. By using style sheets, you can achieve greater
consistency across your website (even if your site consists of only one page). CSS styles
provide you with a wide range of options for formatting text.

After completing these activities you’ll be able to create, edit and attach cascading style
sheet to your document.

Activity 4.1: Creating a new Cascading Style Sheet

There are two way to define CSS styles in Dreamweaver, the most basic way is to apply
formatting by using the CSS options in the Property inspector, the other way is to use the
CSS Styles panel.

Creating CSS using property inspector

1. Start Dreamweaver.

PEOPERTIES
2. Create a new HTML document.
£ HTML Farmat | Mone v
3. Save and name the Dreamweaver B cs D | Mone "
document as Lab4.html. E[‘% :
4. Type the following text into the
document “Welcome to University of Figure 1: Property inspector

Bahrain™.
5. Select the text.

. In the property inspector, click CSS to
change to the CSS formatting options
(Figure 1).
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7. Display the Font menu in the Property
inspector (Figure 2), and select a font
group.

The New CSS Rule dialog box appears
(Figure 3).

8. Display the Selector Type menu, and
select Class (Can Apply To Any
HTML Element) (Figure 4).

Note that there are three main types of
CSS:

Class style: Similar to the styles
you use in word processing and
page layout programs. For
example, you may want to format
all body text in 10-point, Arial,
dark green type. You can create a
Class style with these attributes
and then apply this style to all
body text in your website.

Tag style:  Applies global
formatting to individual HTML
tags rather than to individual

selections. Suppose you want to
modify the Heading 1 paragraph
style to appear always in purple
text. Instead of creating a class
style and applying it to every
heading in the document, you can
create an HTML Tag style with
these attributes and apply it to the
Heading 1 <h1> tag. In effect, you
are redefining the HTML tag.

ID style: A unique identifier (ID)
for a style applied to headers,
banners, menus, and other
elements present in only one
location in the document. Used
once within a document or page.
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Font  Default Font] :J B 7
See Default Font

Verdana, Geneva, sans-serif

Georgla, Times New Roman, Times, serif
Courier New, Courler, monospace

|arial, Helvetica, '

Tahoma, Geneva, sans-iagif
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Figure 2: Font menu in the Property inspector
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Figure 3: New CSS Rule dialog box
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Figure 4: Selector type menu
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9. Click in the Selector Name box and
type .mystyle (Figure 5).

Note: CSS rules must begin with a
period and cannot contain spaces or
special characters.

10. Display the Rule Definition menu, and
select (This Document Only) (Figure
6).

This tells Dreamweaver to create and
store the CSS (style sheet) in the
current document only. The new style
will not be available for use in other
documents.

To create a CSS for your entire
website, you would choose (New Style
Sheet File).

11. Click OK.

The new font is applied to the first
paragraph. The name of the style
appears in the Targeted rule box in the
Property inspector.

12. In the Property inspector, change the
size to 24.

13. Click the Color box in the Property
inspector and select a new color for the
text.

The Property inspector shows the
targeted rule (.mystyle) and its
formatting (Figure 7). The targeted rule
is applied to the first paragraph (Figure
8).

You can use this CSS rule to format
additional text in your document.
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Figure 5: Selector Name

Rule Definition:

Choose where vour rule will be defined.

{This document only)

(This document only)
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Figure 6: Rule Definition
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Figure 7: Targeted rule in the property inspector
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Figure 8: Formatted text
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Creating CSS using CSS Styles Panel

MISA210

Use the CSS Styles panel to create, view, apply, or edit CSS styles for elements of a web
page In the All mode, the panel has two panes: All Rules and Properties (Figure 9).

Unlink CSS Stylesheet/ Delete CSS Rule:
Unlink the selected style sheet from the
document or remove a rule from a style
sheet. When you unlink style sheets

Select a style to apply to C55 STYLES (N6
the selected text in your
document or to examine | Al Current
and edit the rules for that ~ All Rules
style. o] =skyles
E\_r-fhl
Show Category View: —hz .
View the properties of a :‘.amalnlnl:l:-
style rule by property ——
category. — a2 visited
—a:hover
o ) —a:active
Show List View: View an
alphabetical list of Properties
possible properties and I
those that compose the ,——EE—AEH*_*’H = B\GV

and delete rules, all the formatting
associated with the style sheet or rule is
removed.

Edit Style Sheet/Edit Rule: Make
changes to the selected style sheet
linked to the document or to the
selected style.

/

selected style rule.

Show Only Set
Properties: View a list of
properties that compose
the selected style rule.

Figure 9: CSS Styles Panel (All
mode)

New CSS Rule: Create a new style rule.

Attach Style Sheet: Attach an external
style sheet to your current document.

In the Current mode, the panel has three panes: Summary For Selection, About, and

Properties (Figure 10).

The Summary For Selection
pane displays the CSS
properties for the current
selection in the document.

The About pane displays the
location of the selected
property.

The Properties pane allows
you to edit the rule’s
properties and add new
properties.

CS5% STYLES

all Current |

Summary for Selection

- Font-F ammily Arial, Helvetica, sans-serif
Font-size 36pix
text-align center

About "Font-Family" [T
fonk-Family is defined in rule "h1" in
example_dw_page,html,

Properties For "h1"

Fomk-F armily arial, Helvetica, sans-serif

Fonk-size J6px

bexk-align center

Add Properky

2= Agd[ i = 6 &

Figure 10: CSS Styles Panel (Current mode)

Done by, Fatima Alhawaj

Page 4



DW CS4-LAB4

1. Type the text “College of Applied
Studies” in the document. Make sure
that no formatting is applied to the
text (Figure 11).

2. Make sure the CSS Styles panel is
open.

If it is not, select Window > CSS
Styles.

3. To create a new style, click the New
CSS Rule button (+) at the bottom of
the panel.

The New CSS Rule dialog box opens
(Figure 12).

4. In the Selector Type pop-up menu,
select Class.

5. In the Selector Name box, type the
name “Style2” for the style.

6. In the Rule Definition pop-up menu,
select This Document Only or New
Style Sheet File.

7. Click OK.

The CSS Rule Definition dialog box
opens (Figure 13).

MISA210
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Figure 11: Text with no formatting applied
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Figure 12: New CSS Rule dialog box
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Figure 13: CSS Rule Definition dialog box showing type
options
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8. Select the options for Type, such as the
following :

e Select Arial, Helvetica, Sans-
serif in the Font-family pop-up
menu.

e Select 18 from the Size-size
pop-up menu.

e Click the color box and select a
color in the Color Picker.

e Select Bold from the Font-
weight pop-up menu.

e Click ok.

The CSS Rule Definition dialog
box closes.

9. Select the document text.

10. Make sure the Property inspector is
open and the HTML option is selected.
In Windows, the Property inspector is
docked at the bottom of the screen. If
the Property inspector is not open,
select Window > Properties.

11. Select Style2, or the name of your style,
from the Class pop-up menu (Figure
14).

Observe that the format of the text has
changed (Figure 15).

MISA210
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Figure 14: Text Property inspector

5 File  Edit Wiew Insert Modify Format  Commands

Untitled-1*
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College of Applied Studies

Figure 15: Formatting applied to text
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click the Edit Rule button (Figure 16).
The CSS Rule Definition dialog box for
the selected style opens (Figure 17).

You can also edit the CSS rule by
clicking the edit rule button in the CSS
options in properties inspector.

Choose Background -> Background-
color, select the color you want.

Click Apply then Ok.

The CSS rule changed as in (Figure
18).

Done by, Fatima Alhawaj
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Activity 4.2: Edit and Delete Cascading Style Sheet
You can easily edit and delete CSS using CSSA panel or properties inspector.
Edit Styles
To view a style sheet’s rules, click the s sTvies | BEMEMENAGNSeE
plus symbol beside the style sheet you Al | Current
want to edit in the CSS Styles panel. All Rules
[=] =style=
L stylez
: ’ roperties for "style2"
. Dreamweaver displays style sheet’s g ".2 o
rules. Font-Famnily arial, Helvetica, san... —
font-size 18px —
font-style normal
Fu:unt—weiglht bold b
Select the rule “Style2”. 3= Azb{e+] =870
'. n ELINLAR ST D
Figure 16: CSS Style panel
. At the bottom of the CSS Styles panel,
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Figure 17: CSS Rule Definition dialog box
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Figure 18: The document after editing the CSS rule
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Delete Styles

C55 STYLES

1. In the CSS Styles panel under All,
select <style>. | Al current

2. Click the Delete Embedded All Rules

Stylesheet button (Figure 19). wma <style>

Dreamweaver removes the internal Properties for "style2”

colar B :ooF Y
Style sheet. Fonk-Family Arial, Helvetica, san,., —
Font-size 18p —
Font-skyle narmal
Font-weight biold b
E= Agg v @8 2@
COMPO

Delete C55 Rule

Figure 19: CSS Styles panel

In-Class Exercise:

1. Start Dreamweaver

2. Click HTML to create a new document

3. Add the text as shown in (Figure 20) to the document.
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Figure 20
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4. Create a new CSS Rule for the title “Smartphone”, name it “Style1” with the
following formatting:
e Font-Family ”Lucida Console, Monaco, monospace”
e Font-size 36
e Font-style Italic
e Color blue
e Text-decoration underline
e Alignment Centre
5. Create a new CSS Rule for the first paragraph, name it “Style2” with the following
formatting:
e Font-Family “Georgia, Times New Roman, Times, serif”
e Font-size 18
e Alignment Justify
6. Create a new CSS Rule for the title “Most common mobile operating system”, name
it “Style3” with the following formatting:
e Font-Family ”Lucida Console, Monaco, monospace”
e Font-size 24

e Color Blue Smartphone

o FOI’]t-We | g ht BO I d Senartphone are handheld devices integrates mobile phone capabilities with the more common

features of a handheld computer or PDA. Smart phones allow users to store information, &

. . mail install programa, along with using a mobile in one device.

e Text-decoration underline : ’
MostT common mobile operating system

7. Select the rest of the text. e
- l:mo;‘lﬂ A‘ndr_md
* Apply “Style2” - RIM Blackberry 05
i i « LINUX Maemo
e Make it unordered list. flacooinotismaund an

8. Change the w color to pmk Figure 21: Document after formatting
9. Save the document with the name

ex4.html

10. Preview the document in browser (Figure 21).
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